
Town of Geddes and Village of Solvay Comprehensive Plan 

Public Comments Received to Date (through the website and meeting comment cards) 

Date Comment 
3/30/2018 Could we get bios on the committee members. Thx 

3/31/2018 

 I am a resident at 3202 West Genesee Street within the town of Geddes. I am surrounded by business (2 
dilapidated gas stations directly across the street, a spa to my left and a 4 unit office building to my right). The 
street in front my home was even reconstructed 20 yrs ago when Wegmans came to the area. My husband and I 
are in our late 70s and early 80s. We cannot safely get our mail from our street mailbox because we have to walk 
onto West Genesee St which has over 24,000 vehicles a day going by heading toward 695 or Fairmount. My 
husband has already fallen twice. I cannot sell my house as a residence. Serious inquiries always want a 
business, but never a residence for a family with children and pets. Our area NEEDS to be re-zoned. It is not 
residential. Everything around me is commercial. Please give SERIOUS ATTENTION to this matter! Thank you. 

4/12/2018 

My name is Barbara Honey, and I manage the affairs at 3207 W. Genesee Street, which is the home of my 
disabled sister, Susan Honey. Recently, I received a public notice stating that Carr's Auto is possibly being 
developed into a Solvay Bank. My sister's home is adjacent to Carr's Auto yet is currently located in a residential 
zone. A potential bank with a drive through and a 24 hour ATM is definitely not considered residential; it is most 
definitely COMMERCIAL. I understand why the developer is seeking a variance from the town, however, I strongly 
urge the Comprehensive Plan Committee to recommend West Genesee Street (from Terry Road to the 695 
entrance) be re-zoned from residential to commercial. Over time this section of West 
Genesee Street has continued to develop commercially via residential variances and I am afraid I will have a 
difficult time selling my sister's property as a residence with a bank next door and an office building (with multiple 
units) across the street. Please give serious consideration to this matter. Thank you! 

4/15/2018 

I have been attempting to get to the Comprehensive Planning meetings but so far I have been unable to due to 
other conflicting matters. I am not sure I will be able to make the upcoming meeting either. In any event, I would 
like to raise an issue that I think would integrate well into the comprehensive town plan, whatever that ultimately 
becomes. As an avid bicyclist, I have become increasingly concerned that the increased popularity of bicycling has 
come to clash with the also increasing automobile traffic in the local area. I submit that creating dedicated bicycle 
lanes in several strategic areas of Geddes can have several benefits. First and foremost is safety. Second, I think 
it can improve and enhance business, and quite possibly tourism, in the area. Third, I think it can help with overall 
development and creates a draw to the community. In addition, I am aware that many communities are 
developing such bike lanes/trails and I believe that such lanes and trails can tie in to areas already in use such as 
the Lakeshore Trail and the Erie Canal pathway. Moreover, I believe that there are some funds available 
through NYS that can be sought to help with this development project. There are also several bike coalitions 
within NYS and other states that may be able to be tapped to assist at least with guidance in such an endeavor. 
I hope to be able to make it to one of the meetings in the near future and I will keep aware of the schedules. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this further. 
Thank you for considering this suggestion. 

4/17/2018 

We who live on W. Genesee St. wish to have an air quality survey as part of the comp plan. The federal 
government surveys shows high traffic rates, such as ours, causes cancer rates to climb. We have had more than 
normal cancer rates here. An air quality test would be the least expensive and we feel strongly 
enough about it that I will also put the town board and legal on notice. Thank you 

4/18/2018 

First go to NYSDOT https://www.dot.ny.gov/index 
Upper right corner is search box. Type traffic viewer into it. 
Click on traffic data viewer link 
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/engineering/applications/traffic-data-viewer 
Click on map on the right side. Zoom in to Geddes Solvay. Click continuous and short count on left. Note purple 
dot in front Westvale Garden across from the res. That will explain everything about type of vehicle, time of 
day etc. Milton Ave has 8500 cars a day we have 22,000 in 2006. Sure the Solvay guy poo- pood our traffic is 
only a third of ours per day. We have over 81/2 million cars truck and buses per year, think of how much 
exhaust per year that is and it’s 25 times more at the traffic lights. 

4/18/2018 

Comp Plan member Tom Tarolli seemed to poo poo my request for an air quality test at last nights 
meeting so I am forced to educate it appears. The following links will enlighten Tom & all. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2706505/ 
https://vault.sierraclub.org/sprawl/report04_highwayhealth/report.pdf 



https://www.colorado.edu/today/2000/02/28/new-study-links-high-traffic-streets-childhood-leukemia-other- 
cancers 
https://www.mnn.com/green-tech/transportation/blogs/amp/traffic-lights-are-hot-spots-for-air-pollution 

4/25/2018 
Concerned over Moody's Investors report of Geddes weak economic recovery compared to state & nation, 
ongoing tax appeals and declining population. We also have many town owned properties (some buildable) that 
continue to drain town highway resources while bringing in no income. 

5/16/2018 Remedy our brownfields at state, federal, commercial levels 

5/16/2018 More access to Onondaga Lake- one possible boat ramp (Honeywell) and no beach/park setting on south shore 

5/16/2018 

I think I can speak for most Westvale residents when I say that I don't want West Genesee St (neighborhood 
corridor) turned into a commercialized area. If properties that are turning over become businesses, our 
neighborhood will lose the safe and small town appeal that brought many of us here. We hope that the board 
stops considering the agendas of outside businesses. 

5/16/2018 
The Geddes Zoning Map of Westvale area along Rt 5 vs Land Use map of same area clearly shows need for 
rezone to commercial of Rt 5 

5/16/2018 
Could not hear most of meeting. Could not see the audio visual. Difficult to take notes- especially in the dark. 
When Mr. Ewald was asked to speak up he did not. Perhaps all is good idea but to engage the public is difficult 
given above. Basically my time was wasted tonight- could have covered what I got in an email 

5/16/2018 
We need to preserve what we already have in Westvale; if the housing goes so goes the schools, it will turn into 
the Village 

5/16/2018 
Improved maintenance to clean up median dividing W Genesee St lanes from Terry Rd West to town line. Improve 
the visual appeal of the community gateway 

5/16/2018 
Would like to see improved traffic control at Terry Rd/W Genesee St intersection including: pedestrian crosswalk 
with signals and possibly sidewalks- many people walk to Wegmans and carry groceries, left turn signal at Terry 
Rd 

5/16/2018 PA system needed for future meetings and use bigger font for ppt 

5/21/2018 

We choose to live in Westvale for the last 42 yrs. Our neighborhood has remained consistent with tree lined 
streets and well maintained homes in all that time. Many of our friends’ children return to Westvale including our 
son who bought a house on our street. Changing the zoning on our beautiful 1.5 mile W Genesee is unnecessary 
and not wanted by the majority of residents. If W Genesee St is developed as a business zone will increase traffic 
and add congestion and deteriorate the neighborhoods bordering it. A town board (previous to current board) 
many looking to ascertain financial gain, voted to change the corridor zoning. A campaign, funded by residents, 
filed suit in court. The residents won with the judge agreeing with 8 of 9 arguments" 

5/24/2018 
Curb appeal is important. Driving around I've seen homes which are not within code. The code needs to be 
enforced w/in a reasonable timeframe. This is not happening 

5/24/2018 
The idea introduced by Jerry Albrigo seems attainable. I believe the environmental attorney would be able to 
navigate this project. 

5/24/2018 Milton Ave is accessible by bus and foot. It seems like a very good place for business 

5/24/2018 I do not agree with changing the zoning on W Genesee St. I don't want to see the corridor opened to business 

5/24/2018 

Please keep our Rt 5 (W Genesee St) corridor RESIDENTIAL. The majority of Westvale residents want to keep it 
residential. We have the #'s to prove. There is more than ample business properties in the Town already. There 
are many citations for Westvale residents reporting that they are happy with their lives here. Westvale is 
consistently cited in the top 10 places to live in NYS, and 2nd most desired in Onondaga County. As you probably 
know by now "The Corridor" is between Westvale Plaza and Wegmans. Thank you 

5/30/2018 

My main concern is that the W Genesee St corridor remain as a residential area. Presently, traffic flows b/c there 
are no businesses. Sidewalks would enhance the area and would facilitate walking from Westvale to Wegmans or 
Geddes Plaza. We love this area because it is safe, residential, and 10 mins from Syracuse. Changing the corridor 
would damage the character of this beautiful, safe area 

6/1/2018 

Our zoning is a mess as I and our family has been left with long stranded properties on W Genny for too many 
years to count. We have had to knock down homes that wouldn't sell after kids destroyed them. I have the last 11 
acres of the Jerome Farm that unless zoning changes my kids will be left with another tax bill. Gas stations on Res 
A property is so wrong. The 7 acres vacant and off the tax rolls by W Genny Sales is awful. 

6/5/2018 
I found the meeting very informative. Making big companies responsible for environmental cleanup. I think Geddes 
Plaza needs to be addressed.  

6/8/2018 
Regarding zoning recommendations which may arise with the comp plan, our feeling toward the West Genesee St 
corridor is that it remain residential in its entirety, including the far east and west ends which border and create a 



buffer with Syracuse to the east and Camillus to the west. Please consider the residential qualities of homes on 
the corridor as well as the many neighborhoods adjacent to it and the effects zone changes would have on this 
unique area.  

7/17/2018 Request for zone change for 7 parcels to be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan  

8/2/2018 

Regarding the July meeting minutes, under items discussed #2 
“Citizen presented formal request for a zoning change on W. Genesee St to be considered for the plan” 
Having been present at this meeting I do not recall any discussion of this issue. Could you please explain the 
details of this request. Thank you. 

8/16/2018 

This note is to let you know I support keeping the West Genesee St Corridor in Westvale zoned residential. I have 
lived on the corridor since 2001 and we are surrounded by good neighbors in their homes who we can count on. 
So far in 2018, at least 3 nice houses have sold to new homeowners, which reinforces the fact that homes on the 
corridor will sell and people do want to live here. I would prefer not to turn these homes into botched up 
commercial properties. Thank you all 

8/28/2018 

Safety- add stop sign at Breakspear and Clover Rd; Safety- add sidewalks on east/west roads like Granger, 
Clover, Grove, etc. which lead toward Cherry Rd school since children use these roads for walking often and cars 
often drive excessively fast on them; Sidewalks on all streets in Westvale neighborhoods, not just Parsons Dr, this 
will add to walkability and bike-ability of the area and surrounding areas; Curbs on all streets- we need curbs to 
preserve the look of yards, prevent cars from driving on lawns creating mud/dead grass, and to enhance safety by 
isolating sidewalk/foot traffic from road.  

8/30/18 

We are opposed to changing the zoning law for the West Genesee and Terry Road, Dorchester area. The Solvay 
Bank has already been approved. We need less,not more traffic in this area. 
There are certainly enough business On West Genesse corridor to meet everyone’s needs! 
Family homes would be a welcomed addition! 
 

8/31/2018 

I have been a town of Geddes resident since 1995. I live on Walberta Road in Westvale. I am contacting you 
simply to express my opposition to changing the zoning on the West End Caps on the West Genesee Street 
Corridor. There seems to be no legitimate Town need to change the West End Cap to Commercial zoning. Such a 
change would have a profoundly negative impact on the home owners that live near and adjacent to this area. 

8/31/18 
Please keep westvale zoned residential. It is the best neighborhood in nys and once we allow changes to the 
zoning it will never be the same. 
 

8/31/18 
Do NOT change the zoning in westvale. As a resident near the west end cap I strongly oppose any change. 
Demand for housing is still strong with the zoning how it is. 

9/3/2018 
It is unfortunate that the majority voice of the residents living in the area of the "Corridor", in Westvale, is again in 
question. We oppose the changing of the zoning on the "End Caps" of the Corridor. The residents of Westvale, 
especially those on and around Kenyon and Dorchester, do not need this major disruption in their lives.  

9/24/2018 We need zoning changes on W Genesee St- 11 ac for sale for years and no offers. Res A zoning.  

9/24/2018 

We need zoning changes badly as long vacant lands sit idle on high traffic roads like W Genny. There are over 18 
acres sitting idle due to strict Res A zoning. Nobody wants to build a new home on a 4 lane turnpike with over 25K 
cars and trucks going by daily. We have had 11 acres for sale for years with no offers. This is insane with our high 
taxes.  

9/27/2018 

I honestly don't see the need to change the zoning to allow businesses on the West Genesee Street corridor. 
Houses are selling, and the businesses that are already there are doing well as is. Please consider keeping the 
corridor zoning as it is. It would be a shame to let it go commercial like Fairmount is. 
 

10/3/2018 
We love the promenade to the Fair from the Village of Solvay. So well lit! We use the West Shore Trail access 
from Lakeland as well. Empty storefronts and restaurants in the Village (Pooches, Solvay Diner); More 
consolidation to lower costs/taxes 

 


