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Town of Geddes & Village of Solvay Joint Municipal Comprehensive Plan 
 

Planning Framework 

 

Overview 

A successful comprehensive plan is developed and implemented on multiple levels, addressing the 

short- and long-term needs of a community while providing varying levels of detail. In an effort to 

accomplish this, the Town of Geddes and Village of Solvay Intermunicipal Comprehensive Plan includes a 

vision, policy statements, objectives, and recommendations. These policy framework elements are 

summarized at right. Each of these elements shall serve as a guide for future public and private 

investment in Geddes and Solvay over the next decade. The intent of this section is to ensure that future 

actions within the Town and Village are made in pursuit of the community’s stated vision. It should be 

noted that although recommendations will likely be organized by policy area for ease of reference, many 

will serve to achieve multiple objectives across this planning framework.  

Vision 

An overarching statement that describes the aspiration of the Town of Geddes and Village of Solvay as a 

whole. All policies and recommendations in the comprehensive plan are aimed at achieving this end. 

The vision statement is intended to be a guide for the long-term identity of the Town and Village; 

therefore, it should not change dramatically over time. 

Policy  

Similar to the vision in that it is a general statement of a future condition towards which actions are 

aimed; however, the scope of a policy is much narrower. It should support the vision by addressing a 

specific area or issue facing the community. Policies should not dramatically change over time, but be 

consistent throughout the planning horizon. Ideally, the policies contained in this plan should be useful 

for the 10-year planning horizon.  

Objective  

A measurable action statement to be accomplished in pursuit of the policy. It refers to some specific 

aspiration of the Town or Village that is reasonably attainable. Think in terms of action words like, 

“increase,” “develop,” or “preserve.” It should be noted that Geddes and Solvay may already be 

undertaking some of the objectives articulated in this plan and wish to ensure that they continue to do 

so over the next decade. The general lifespan of an objective is 6 to 10 years.  

Recommendation 

A specific proposal to do something that relates directly to accomplishing an objective. It can take the 

form of a plan, project, or program. Recommendations can address both short- and long-term objectives 

with a lifespan ranging from one to 10 years, depending on the item.  
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Vision Statement 

Located just west of the City of Syracuse on the shores of Onondaga Lake, the Town of Geddes and 

Village of Solvay have long been communities known for their rich history, industrial development, and 

stable residential neighborhoods. In planning for the future, our commitment to the Geddes and Solvay 

community will be to actively… 

 Build upon our sense of community;  

 Preserve and protect our environmental assets;  

 Support a vibrant economic climate; and 

 Ensure the public health, safety, and welfare for all. 

We will strive to achieve this vision by implementing sustainable policies on a community-wide platform 

through the actions of our local leaders, business partners, and engaged residents. With the pursuit of 

this combined Town and Village vision, we will also work to provide leadership and actively participate in 

efforts to improve the overall environmental, economic and social health of the Syracuse Metropolitan 

Region. 
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Environmental Policy Statement 

Onondaga Lake and other environmental resources within the Town and Village play an important role 

in the community as ecological, aesthetic, and recreational assets. The continued preservation and 

enhancement of our wild areas, woodlots, parks, wetlands, and waterways will remain a priority in all 

development efforts and decision-making. We will work to promote environmental stewardship 

throughout the community to ensure the quality, availability and efficient use of our natural resources, 

open space, and parkland for both current and future generations. 

Objectives 

A.  Preserve, in their natural state, open space areas that have significant ecological value, and sensitive 

environmental areas, including wetlands, floodplains, watercourses, woodlots, steep slopes, and wildlife 

habitats. 

B.  Support the revitalization of Onondaga Lake as an ecological, recreational, and aesthetic asset.  

C. Promote sustainable development practices that protect sensitive environmental areas, enhance 

biodiversity, and create or maintain quality open space areas. 

D.  Minimize local sources of air, water, soil, light, heat, and noise pollution.  

E.  Reduce waste generation and manage recycling, reuse, and composting efforts to minimize 

environmental impacts. 

F.  Make significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and increase climate resilience to adapt to 

unavoidable change.  

G.  Promote and support the increased use of renewable energy sources and discourage any increased 

large scale transport and/or use of fossil fuels. 
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Sense of Community Policy Statement 

There is a strong sense of community pride within the Town and Village. We are known for our stable 

neighborhoods, strong school districts, and proximity to economic and recreational opportunities, such 

as the New York State Fairgrounds and the City of Syracuse. In an effort to preserve and enhance our 

community pride and identity we will strive to continually provide a supportive and engaging 

environment that respects our history and accommodates a variety of lifestyles. In addition, we will 

strive to maintain a shared vision and integrate all areas of the Town and Village.  

Objectives 

A.  Develop and maintain a common vision for the Lakeland, Solvay, and Westvale neighborhoods to 

create a shared sense of community.    

B. Continue to foster an atmosphere where diversity is celebrated, and where residents and business 

owners feel comfortable and motivated to participate in matters that impact their neighborhood and 

the community at large. 

C.  Provide a balance in the type and affordability of housing for Town and Village residents, employing 

smart-growth principles that strategically encourage density and diversity of housing options in areas 

with ready access to local goods, services, infrastructure, and public transportation.  

D.  Protect our established residential neighborhoods and ensure that new residential developments 

create neighborhoods with the same high level of quality and integration into the community’s assets 

and existing infrastructure. 

E.  Encourage the provision of housing options with increased non-vehicular connectivity and universal 

design (design for all abilities) to enable senior resident preferences for “aging-in-place.” 
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Economic Vitality Policy Statement 

The presence of small businesses and industrial manufacturers help to shape Geddes and Solvay’s local 

economy. Continued investment in the character and success of our commercial corridors, such as State 

Fair Boulevard, Milton Avenue, and West Genesee Street, is instrumental to providing our community 

with long-term economic growth and resiliency. It is important that we foster an economic climate 

suitable for businesses and industries of all sizes to expand our employment opportunities and tax base 

in a sustainable manner while providing goods and services that the community needs and desires in an 

environmentally responsible manner. 

Objectives 

A.  Attract and promote the sustainable development of quality office, retail, commercial, medical, light 

industrial, and residential uses in areas with existing critical infrastructure, in an effort to expand the 

Town’s local tax base while providing needed and desired goods and services, and without 

compromising other community goals.. 

B.  Foster a mix of residential and commercial investment that promotes the vitality, density, and 

walkability of local activity centers. 

C. Take advantage of potential spinoff development opportunities near event centers such as the State 

Fairgrounds and Lakeview Amphitheater.  

D.  Improve access to and promote utilization of local parks, open space, and recreational resources 

within the Town, particularly associated with the Erie Canalway Trail and other public assets. 

E.  Provide support for local businesses, entrepreneurs, institutions, and enterprises to attract and retain 

local talent and increase access to local goods.  

F.  Conserve existing open space by promoting redevelopment of vacant, underutilized and obsolete 

commercial properties to enhance the State Fair Boulevard corridor. 
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Public Health & Safety Policy Statement 

By supporting the physical, intellectual, and emotional health of Geddes and Solvay residents and their 

environment, our collective quality of life is enhanced. Our residents’ physical health and safety is 

dependent upon the efficient provision of public services and utilities, as well as the implementation of 

an effective multi-modal transportation network, while our intellectual and emotional well-being is 

fostered by our local schools, library, parks, religious institutions, and various service organizations.  

As our Town and Village continue to grow and change with future development and investment, we will 

commit to evaluating the health, safety, and well-being of our residents to ensure the community 

services available are adequate to meet the demands of current and future populations in a fiscally 

responsible manner. 

Objectives 

A.  Provide a high standard of service, including utilities, to town property owners and residents while 

managing service costs to control tax impacts. 

B.  Provide for the active and passive recreational needs of current and future town residents. 

C.  Provide safe pedestrian and bicycle linkages among parks, recreation areas, and neighborhoods and 

between neighborhoods and commercial areas, and take additional steps to encourage their use. 

D.  Enhance the level of safety, comfort and effectiveness of transportation routes with respect to non-

motorists as infrastructure improvement opportunities arise. 

E.  Facilitate and encourage the use of a sustainable, multi-modal transportation network, including 

roads, sidewalks, bike lanes, trails, public transit, and waterways to serve the needs of existing and 

projected development within the town, and to ensure direct linkages with neighboring municipalities 

and other areas of the county. 

F.  Continue to fund professional public safety agencies. 


